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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-9, 36 and 37, drawn to managing data maintenance tasks, 
classified in class 717, subclass 103. 

II. Claims 10-15 and 39-44, drawn to generating data maintenance tasks, 
classified in class 717, subclass 121. 

III. Claims 16-21, drawn to a GUI for managing data maintenance tasks 
across multiple applications, classified in class 717, subclass 132. 

IV. Claims 22-27, drawn to centrally managing the creation of tasks, classified 
in class 717ubclass 102. 

V. Claims 28-29 and 45-46, drawn to populating task data fields, classified in 
class 717, subclass 110. 

Vi. Claims 30-35 and 47-49, drawn to automatically generating and 
performing tasks, classified in class 717, subclass 106. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I, II, III, IV, V and IV are directed to related features of managing 

maintenance tasks; however, the tasks of invention I are directed toward managing 
distributed applications; invention II is directed toward generating data maintenance 
tasks, as specified above; invention III is drawn to a GUI for managing tasks; invention 
IV is drawn to centrally managing the creation of tasks; invention V is directed toward 
populating task data fields; while, invention VI is directed toward automatically 
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generating and performing tasks and each are classified in different areas and therefore 
each require different searches and considerations. The related inventions are distinct 
if: (1 ) the inventions as claimed are either not capable of use together or can have a 
materially different design, mode of operation, function, or effect; (2) the inventions do 
not overlap in scope, i.e., are mutually exclusive; and (3) the inventions as claimed are 
not obvious variants. See MPEP § 806.05(j). In the instant case, the inventions as 
claimed can have a materially different design, mode of operation, function, or effect, as 
indicated by their different fields of search and consideration requirements. 
Furthermore, the inventions as claimed do not encompass overlapping subject matter 
and there is nothing of record to show them to be obvious variants. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Chavis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3720. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00am-5:30pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lewis Bullock can be reached on (571) 272-3759. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John Chavis/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2193 



